
Worksheet A 
Anglo-Saxon Rule 

2. How did Christianity arrive in Northumbria? (p. 9) 3. Why is the Northumbrian 
monk Bede so important? (p. 9)  

4. Who was King Offa and what 
did he do? (p. 9)  

1. How did Kent become the centre of English Christianity? (p. 8)  



Worksheet B 
The Anglo-Saxon Golden Age 

1. How did King Alfred’s son Edward and his daughter Æthelflæd continue the fight 
against the Vikings?  

 
899 AD 

937 AD 

1016 AD 

1035 AD 

2.  Why could England be described as a single unified country from this date onwards?  

 

3.  What were the achievements of the 10th century Anglo-Saxon Golden Age?  

4. How did the Viking King Canute rule over Anglo-Saxon England?  



Essay Title: Should Anglo-Saxon England be known as the ‘Dark Ages’?  

Introduction: Who were the Anglo-Saxons? What were the Dark-Ages? What will your argument be in this essay?   

Paragraph 1. Was Anglo-Saxon England ‘dark’ in terms of violence and warfare?   

Paragraph 2. Was Anglo-Saxon England ‘dark’ in terms of religion and education?   

Paragraph 3. Was Anglo-Saxon England ‘dark’ in terms of leadership and government?   

Conclusion: Should Anglo-Saxon England be known as the ‘Dark Ages’? What do you think?  

Worksheet C 



This essay will be marked out of A* to U, according to the expected outcomes for your year group (not according 

to GCSE expectations).  

Three features of your essay will be taken into consideration for your essay: 

1. Spelling, punctuation, grammar and presentation.  

2. Accuracy of content  

1. Spelling, punctuation, grammar and presentation. Your essay should :  

 have accurate spelling, in particular for key people, places and words.  

 be punctuated correctly, in particular the use of capital letters, full sentences, full stops, commas, and  

quotation marks.  

 have accurate grammar, in particular the use of the correct tense and verbs which agree with subjects.  

 be written in a formal, academic language (no slang or conversational language) 

 be written neatly, legibly and clearly.  

2.  Accuracy of content. Your essay should :  

 use accurate dates for important events. 

 include the names of important figures. 

 include key words and concepts that we have studied with the topic.  

3. Quality of argument. Your essay should:  

 give your own opinion throughout: do you think that Anglo-Saxon England should be known as the 

Dark Ages? If so, why? If not, why not? Your essay does not have to be a ‘balanced argument’  

 start with an introduction which captures the reader’s attention; briefly explains who the Anglo-Saxons 

were and what is meant by the ‘Dark Ages’; and tells the reader what your argument will be.  

 have three main paragraphs (not including introduction and conclusion). Paragraphs should explain 

whether the Anglo-Saxon was ‘dark age’ in terms of warfare and violence; religion and education; and 

leadership and government.  

 include content from all the topics that we have studied, in particular the early Anglo-Saxons, the 

arrival of Christianity, the Vikings, Alfred the Great, and the Anglo-Saxon Golden Age.  

 answer the question, not tell the story! We all know the story of the Anglo-Saxons. You need to make 

an argument about how Anglo-Saxon England should be interpreted.  

 end with a conclusion summing up your argument, and giving a strong final answer to the question.  

Success criteria 
Worksheet C (reverse) 


