
BOOK 1, UNIT 2, ‘NORMAN ENGLAND’ 

Textbook:  

 Medieval Britain 400-1509 (Collins ‘Knowing History’ series) 

Writing focus: 

 One paragraph historical explanations  

 One paragraph arguments giving own opinion (P.E.E)  

Final Assessment:  

 Essay: ‘How did William the Conqueror establish Norman 
control over England?’ 

# Focus Lesson Title  Lesson Content  Teacher notes 

1 Reading Who were the three 
rivals for the English 
throne in 1066?  

Recap   Who were the Anglo-Saxons? What was the nature of Anglo-Saxon rule?  

 Who were the Vikings? Why did they raid England? Who was King Canute?    

 

Reading  ‘Saxon, Norman or Viking’, pages 18-19 of Medieval Britain 400-1509 (Collins ‘Knowing History’ 
series) 

Keywords  Noble Member of the nobility, with land and titles that passes through the generations 

 Royal blood Possessed by those who are blood relatives of a ruling monarch 

 Illegitimate Not recognised as lawful, once used to describe someone born of unmarried parents 

 Normans People from a region in northern France, who were descended from Viking invaders 

Images 
 

 Timeline slide showing the Romans leaving Britain in 410 AD, the Anglo-Saxon period that followed, 
and the end of that period in 1066.  

 Scene of Edward the Confessor’s death from the Bayeux Tapestry.  

Activity   For each of the three contenders for the throne, Harold Godwinson, William Duke of Normandy, 
and Harald Hardrada, answer two questions:  

1. Who was he?  
2. What was his claim to the throne?  

 Pupils then rate the legitimacy of each contender’s claim.  

2 Writing Who had the best claim 
to the throne in 1066: 
William, Harold 
Godwinson, or Harald 
Hardrada? 

Recap  Identity of the three contenders to the throne, and what their claim was based on.   

Images  Map showing location of Hardrada’s invasion and the Battle of Stamford Bridge.   

Activity  Class discussion about which contender had the best claim to the throne and why, taking some 
notes on arguments made for each contender.   

Extended 
writing 

 One paragraph argument answering the question, ‘Who had the best claim to the throne in 1066: 
William, Harold Godwinson, or Harald Hardrada?’  

 Pupils may, as an extension, write another paragraph about who had the weakest claim to the 
throne in 1066.  

Homework  Read ‘The Year of Three Kings’ (taken from Robert Lacey, Great Tales from English History) and 
answer five comprehension questions. 

3 Reading  How did the Battle of 
Hastings change the 

Recap  Questions 1-10 from the Knowledge Organiser.  Take in books to mark  

Reading  ‘The Battle of Hastings’, pages 20-21 of Medieval Britain 400-1509 (Collins ‘Knowing History’ series) 



course of English 
History?  

Keywords  Knight Soldiers on horseback who belonged to the nobility 

 Huscarls The professional bodyguard of Anglo-Saxon kings 

 Bayeux Tapestry A 70-metre long embroidered cloth depicting William of Normandy’s conquest of 
England 

 Disembowel To cut someone open, and remove their internal organs 

Images  Map showing location of the Norman invasion, and the march that Harold Godwinson’s army had to 
make following the Battle of Stamford Bridge.   

 Series of scenes from the Bayeux Tapestry, and a photograph of the Tapestry in situ to demonstrate 
its size.  

Activity  Complete a storyboard of the Battle of Hastings. Worksheet A.  

4 Writing  Did William of 
Normandy win victory 
at the Battle of 
Hastings due to luck?  

Recap  The narrative of the Battle of Hastings, and key points in the story, such as the Norman false 
retreat, and the death of King Harold.   

 

Activity   As a whole class, complete a chart in exercise books. On one side list arguments and evidence for 
the viewpoint that William of Normand won victory due to luck. On the other, arguments and 
evidence for the viewpoint that other factors were more important.  

Whole-class 
feedback 

 Feedback on common errors from recent work, ‘Who had the best claim to the throne in 1066: 
William, Harold Godwinson, or Harald Hardrada?’ 

Extended 
writing  

 One paragraph argument answering the question, ‘Did William of Normandy win victory at the 
Battle of Hastings due to luck?’ 

Homework   Revise questions 1-20 from the Knowledge Organiser. 

5 Reading  The Norman Conquest Test  Questions 1-20 from the Knowledge Organiser. Teacher take in the mark /20.  Take in mark /20 for test.  

 Take in books to mark. 
Reading  ‘The Norman Conquest’, pages 20-21 of Medieval Britain 400-1509 (Collins ‘Knowing History’ series) 

Keywords  Conquest Taking control of a place or people through military force 

 Royal Court A collection of nobles and clergymen, known as courtiers, who advise the monarch 

 Motte-and-bailey castle A simple fortification with an artificial hill and a defensive courtyard 

Images   Motte-and-bailey castle 

 Scene of Saxon houses being destroyed from the Bayeux Tapsetry 

Activity  Ask pupils to anticipate what William the Conqueror will have to do next, following the Battle of 
Hastings, to secure his rule over all of England.  

 Answer the five ‘Check your understanding’ questions on the Norman Conquest.   

6 Writing  Why was William the 
Conqueror so brutal in 

Recap  Different aspects of the Norman conquest, and events such as the Harrying of the North.    

Activity  Watch ‘Norman Conquest’ video from timelines.tv  



establishing Norman 
control over England?  

 Introduce pupils to the different historical interpretations of the Normans, as either brutal and 
cruel, or civilised and more culturally advanced than the Anglo-Saxons.  

 Create a mind map, listing different explanations for why William the Conqueror chose to be so 
brutal in establishing Norman control over England. Emphasise the need to ‘set an example’ to the 
Anglo-Saxon people, use fear to ensure obedience.  

Whole-class 
feedback 

 Feedback on common errors from recent work, ‘Did William of Normandy win victory at the Battle 
of Hastings due to luck?’ 

Extended 
writing 

 One paragraph explanation answering the question, ‘Why was William the Conqueror so brutal in 
establishing Norman control over England?’ 

Homework  Read ‘Hereward the Wake and the Norman Yoke’ (taken from Robert Lacey, Great Tales from 
English History) and answer five comprehension questions. 

7 Reading  How did the Norman 
monarchs organise 
English society?  

Recap  Questions 21-30 from the Knowledge Organiser.  Take in books to mark. 

Reading  ‘The feudal system’, pages 24-25 of Medieval Britain 400-1509 (Collins ‘Knowing History’ series) 

Keywords  Lord A general term for a medieval landholder, or a member of the peerage today 

 Vassal Anyone who was below you in medieval society, and had to call you ‘my lord’  

 Feudal system The structure of medieval society, where land was exchanged for service and loyalty 

 Barons The highest rank of medieval society, ruling land directly on behalf of the king 

 Hereditary Passed through a family, from parents to their children 

 Domesday Book A book commissioned by William the Conqueror detailing the possessions of every 
settlement in England 

Images  Diagram of the feudal system.  

 Picture of the Domesday book.   

Activity  Draw the pyramid structure of the power hierarchy within your school. Use that as an analogy to 
introduce the hierarchy of the feudal system. Emphasise the necessity for a medieval king to 
devolve power.  

 Complete a worksheet labelling the different levels of the feudal system. Worksheet B. 

 Search the Domesday Book database online to find the description of a local town or village. Discuss  
with class how much it has changed during the intervening 950 years.  

8 Writing  How did the feudal 
system and the 
Domesday book ensure 
Norman control over 
England?  

Recap   The different levels within the feudal system, and how they related to each other.  

 What was the Domesday Book, and what was its purpose?   

 

Activity  Complete a mindmap for each part of the question – feudal system and Domesday book – noting 
down explanations for why these innovations improved Norman control over England.  

Whole-class 
feedback 

 Feedback on common errors from recent work, ‘Why was William the Conqueror so brutal in 
establishing Norman control over England?’ 



Extended 
writing 

  One/two paragraph explanation answering the following question: ‘How did the feudal system 
and the Domesday book ensure Norman control over England?’ 

Homework  Revise questions 21-40 from the Knowledge Organiser. 

9 Reading  How did Henry I force 
his way into becoming 
King of England?  

Test  Questions 21-40 from the Knowledge Organiser. Teacher take in the mark /20.  Take in mark /20 for test. 

 Take in books to mark. 
Reading   ‘The Norman monarchs’, pages 26-27 of Medieval Britain 400-1509 (Collins ‘Knowing History’ series) 

Keywords   Heir A person set to inherit property or a title, often used to mean next in line to the throne 

 Anglo-Norman The ruling class in England after 1066, composed of Normans who had settled in 
England 

 Civil war A war between two sides from the same nation 

 Anarchy A state of disorder caused by a lack of law or authority 

Images   Map of William the Conqueror’s Norman Empire, to demonstrate how it was divided between his 
three sons William, Henry and Robert.   

Activity   Answer the five ‘Check your understanding’ questions on ‘The Norman Monarchs’.   

10 Revision  
 
 
 
 
 

How did England go 
from being ruled by the 
Anglo-Saxons, to the 
Vikings, and then the 
Normans?  

Recap  Questions 41-50 from the Knowledge Organiser  

Activity   Place fifteen events from the ‘Anglo-Saxon England’ and ‘Norman England’ in chronological order. 
Worksheet C. 

 Go through the correct order as a class.  

 Pupils then create their own timelines, using pre-prepared strips of A3 paper. Worksheet D. 
Encourage pupils to make timelines memorable, such as colour-coding events by theme (e.g. Anglo-
Saxon, Viking, Norman), and memorable illustrations.  

11 Planning How did William the 
Conqueror establish 
Norman control over 
England? 

Whole-class 
feedback 

 Feedback on common errors from recent work, ‘How did the feudal system and the Domesday 
book ensure Norman control over England?’.   

 

Activity   Talk through success criteria detailed on the reverse of the planning sheet, Worksheet E. Emphasise 
the importance of thinking about the question chronologically.  

 Use planning sheet to plan essay, ’How did William the Conqueror establish Norman control over 
England?’.  

Homework   Finish planning essay ready to write it for next lesson, and complete independent research on the 
topic.  

12 Assessment  Writing   Write assessment essay, ‘How did William the Conqueror establish Norman control over 
England?’ in class, 55 minutes.  

 Take in assessment essay to 
mark. Also take in planning 
sheets to ensure homework 
has been completed.  

 


