
BOOK 1, UNIT 5, ‘THE CRUSADES’ 

Textbook:  

 Medieval Britain 410-1509 (Collins ‘Knowing History’ series), Unit 
5: The Crusades   

Writing focus: 

 Historical explanations 

 Historical arguments  

Final Assessment:  

 What motivated European knights to go on Crusade: greed, 
glory or God? 

# Focus Lesson Title  Lesson Content  Teacher notes 

1 Reading To what parts of the 
world had Islam spread 
by the year 1000?   

Recap   Questioning on Europe in 1000AD, to give period context. Anglo-Saxon; pre-Norman Conquest; 
coming out of a period known by some as the ‘Dark Ages’.  

 Question pupils to ascertain their existing knowledge of the history and geography of Islam from 
home, Religious Education lessons, or elsewhere.  

 

Reading  ‘The Islamic World’, pages 54-55 of Medieval Britain 410-1509 (Collins ‘Knowing History’ series) 

Keywords  Caliphate An Islamic Empire, ruled by a religious leader known as the Caliph 

 Byzantium A Greek speaking offshoot of the Roman Empire, with Constantinople as its capital city 

 Constantinople The capital of the Byzantine Empire, and modern day Istanbul 

Images  The Kaaba in Mecca 

 An interior courtyard of the Alhambra Palace in Granada  

 Modern Istanbul, in particular Hagia Sophia  

 Map showing the extent of the Islamic world under the Umayyads, Abbasids, and so on.  

Activity   Annotate a map showing the geographic spread of the medieval Islamic World (Worksheet A) 

2 Writing How did the Islamic 
world become so 
wealthy and powerful 
during the medieval 
period?   

Recap  Questions 1-10 from the Knowledge Organiser. 

 Discuss from previous history lessons the factors which allow a society to become wealthy, 
powerful, but also civilised. These may include literacy; education; trade; scientific advances.  

 Discuss what pupils recall of Anglo-Saxon England around 1000 AD, and the so called ‘Dark Ages’ 
that were taking place in Europe.  

 

Keywords  Civilised A society which is at an advanced stage of social development 

Activity  Create a mindmap of all of the different reasons why the Islamic World was growing wealthy and 
powerful, such as: a common language; trade; education and study; combination of religious and 
military force.  

Extended 
writing 

 One paragraph explanation answering the question: ‘How did the Islamic world become so wealthy 
and powerful during the medieval period?’ 

Homework  Read extract from the start of Chapter 20 of Ernst Gombrich’s A Little History of the World, and 
answer five comprehension questions. 

3 Reading  Recap  The rapid rise of the Islamic World from the 7th century AD onwards, and its geographic spread.  

 Intensity of medieval Christianity, including fears of Hell and power over culture and society.  

 Take in books to mark  



Why did Pope Urban II 
launch the First 
Crusade in 1095?  

Reading  ‘The First Crusade’, pages 56-57 of Medieval Britain 410-1509 (Collins ‘Knowing History’ series) 

Keywords  Crusade A religiously inspired war, the word comes from the Latin ‘crux’ meaning ‘cross’ 

 Holy Land An area of religious significance for three faiths on the Mediterranean’s eastern shore 

Images  The Wailing Wall, the Dome of the Rock, and the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, and a map or picture 
showing their close proximity to each other in Jerusalem.   

 A map of Europe and the middle east, onto which you can draw the three year, overland route 
through Asia Minor taken by knights on the First Crusade.  

Activity  Draw the religious symbol for Christianity, Islam and Judaism in exercise books, and write down the 
reason why Jerusalem is holy to that faith. 

 Answer five ‘Check your understanding’ questions on ‘The First Crusade’. 

4 Writing  What motivated 
European knights to 
join the First Crusade?  

Recap  Questions 11-20 from the Knowledge Organiser. 

 Emphasise the intensely religious nature of the First Crusade, and introduce the Christian concept of 
‘Salvation’, to understand why Urban II’s promise of forgiveness of sins was so powerful.  

 

Salvation  Salvation Christian belief in being saved from sin, and put on the path of goodness  

Activity   Watch extract on the siege of Jerusalem from the documentary the ‘Crescent and the Cross’.  

Whole-class 
feedback 

 Feedback on common errors from recent work, ‘How did the Islamic world become so wealthy and 
powerful during the medieval period?’ 

Extended 
writing  

 One paragraph explanation answering the question: ‘What motivated European knights to join the 
First Crusade?’ 

Homework   Revise questions 1-20 from the Knowledge Organiser. 

5 Reading  How did European 
knights become rulers 
in the Holy Land?   

Test  Ten questions from 1-20 of the Knowledge Organiser. Teacher take in the mark /10.  Take in mark /10 for test.  

 Take in books to mark  
Recap   Recap the events of the First Crusade.  

 Recap on the feudal system to help understand the social structure of Crusader States 

Reading   ‘Crusader States’, pages 58-59 of Medieval Britain 410-1509 (Collins ‘Knowing History’ series) 

Keywords   Crusader State New feudal states that were created in the Holy Land by European knights 

 Jihad An Islamic term meaning ‘struggle’, often used to describe a holy war 

Images  Map of the Crusader States 

 Photographs of still existent crusader castles in the Middle East, such as Krak des Chevaliers, Kerak 
Castle, and Kyrenia Castle (Cyprus). 

 Statue of Richard the Lionheart outside Parliament  

Activity   Answer five ‘Check your understanding’ questions on ‘Crusader States’. 

6 Writing  Recap  Questions 21-30 from the Knowledge Organiser.  



What motivated 
Richard the Lionheart 
during the Third 
Crusade: Glory or God? 

Activity  Watch extract on Saladin and Richard the Lionheart from the documentary the ‘Crescent and the 
Cross’.  

 Complete a chart with reasons why Richard the Lionheart was motivated by a desire for glory, and 
reasons why he was motivated by God.   

Whole-class 
feedback 

 Feedback on common errors from recent work, ‘What motivated European knights to join the First 
Crusade?’ 

Extended 
writing 

 One paragraph argument answering the question: ‘What motivated Richard the Lionheart during 
the Third Crusade: Glory or God?’  

Homework  Read ‘Richard the Lionheart’ (taken from Robert Lacey, Great Tales from English History) and 
answer five comprehension questions. 

7 Reading  What was life like for 
Knights in the Holy 
Land?  

Recap  Establishment of European ruled Crusaders states after the First Crusade  Take in books to mark  

Reading  ‘Life as a Crusader Knight’, pages 60-61 of Medieval Britain 410-1509 (Collins ‘Knowing History’ 
series) 

Keywords  Saracen Term used by crusaders to describe Muslim soldiers, taken from the Greek word for Arab 

Images  Battle between Crusaders and Moslems, from Le Roman de Godefroi de Bouillon 

 Map showing routes of the Crusades, to emphasises dangers and difficulties of the journey  

Activity  Complete a chart listing on each side the positive aspects about life in the Holy Land for a Crusader 
knight, and the negative aspects.  

8 Writing  Could knights become 
rich and famous by 
fighting in a crusade?  

Recap   Questions 31-40 from the Knowledge Organiser.  

Activity  Watch extract on life as a crusader knight from ‘Crusades: The Crescent and the Cross’  

Whole-class 
feedback 

 Feedback on common errors from recent work ‘What motivated Richard the Lionheart during the 
Third Crusade: Glory or God?’ 

Extended 
writing 

 One paragraph argument answering the question: ‘Could knights become rich and famous by 
fighting in a crusade?’ 

Homework  Revise questions 21-40 from the Knowledge Organiser. 

9 Reading  How were the 
European Crusader 
States finally defeated?  

Test  Questions from 21-40 of the Knowledge Organiser. Teacher take in the mark /10.  Take in mark /10 for test. 

 Take in books to mark  
Recap  Saladin’s victory during the Third Crusade, ending in 1192.  

 The role of the Byzantine Empire during the First Crusade, and their Christian religion.  

Reading   ‘The End of the Crusades’, pages 62-63 of Medieval Britain 410-1509 (Collins ‘Knowing History’ 
series) 

Keywords   Anti-Semitism The prejudice against and persecution of Jews as an ethnic group 



Images   The port in Venice 

 Map showing the route of the Fourth Crusade 

 Constantinople, particularly its famous city wall 

 13th Century painting of a Muslim and a Christian playing chess 

Activity   Answer five ‘Check your understanding’ questions on ‘Crusader States’. 

10 Writing  Did life in Europe 
improve due to the 
Crusades?  

Recap  Questions 41-50 from the Knowledge Organiser  

Activity  Draw a mindmap of all of the changes that happen to Medieval Europe due to the Crusades.  

Whole-class 
feedback  

 Feedback on common errors from recent work ‘Could knights become rich and famous by fighting in 
a crusade?’ 

Extended 
writing 

 One paragraph argument answering the question: ‘Did life in Europe improve due to the 
Crusades?’ 

11 Planning What motivated 
European knights to go 
on Crusade: greed, 
glory or God? 

Activity  Complete a chart summarising the outcome and the motivation for each of the four Crusades, 
emphasising how the motivations for the Crusades changed from the 11th to the 13th century.  

 Talk through success criteria detailed on the reverse of the planning sheet, Worksheet B.  

 Remind pupils of common errors from previous assessment essay, and hand out their previous 
assessment essays to read through. 

 Use planning sheet to plan essay, ‘What motivated European knights to go on Crusade: greed, 
glory or God?’    

 

Homework   Finish planning essay ready to write it for next lesson, and complete independent research on the 
topic. 

12 Assessment Write assessment Writing   Write assessment essay, ‘What motivated European knights to go on Crusade: greed, glory or 
God?’ in class, 55 minutes.  

 Take in assessment essay to 
mark. Also take in planning 
sheets to ensure homework 
has been completed.  

 


