
BOOK 2, UNIT 1, HENRY VIII AND THE REFORMATION 

Textbook:  

 Early Modern Britain 1509-1760 (Collins ‘Knowing History’ 
series), Unit 1: Henry VIII and the Reformation  

Writing focus: 

 Historical explanations 

 Three paragraph ‘balanced argument’ mini-essays. 

Final Assessment:  

 Essay: ‘Why did Henry VIII break with Rome: love, religion 
or power?’ 

# Focus Lesson Title  Lesson Content  Teacher notes 

1 Reading What was Henry VIII 
like when he became 
king in 1509?  

Recap   The Wars of the Roses, and the Battle of Bosworth  

 The coronation of Henry VII, and the start of the Tudor line 

 The marriage of Henry VII to Elizabeth of York, and the Tudor Rose  

 

Reading  ‘The young Henry VIII’, pages 6-7 of Early Modern Britain 1509-1760 (Collins ‘Knowing History’ 
series) 

Keywords  Holy Roman Empire A collection of central European states that developed during the medieval 
period 

 Lord Chancellor The King’s most powerful advisor, also known as ‘keeper of the Great Seal’ 

 Cardinal A senior member of the Catholic Church, who wears a distinctive red cassock 

 Hampton Court A magnificent palace built by Thomas Wolsey, and later given as a gift to King Henry 
VIII 

Images 
 

 Painting of Henry VIII as a young man.  

 Painting of Catherine of Aragon  

 Painting of Thomas Wolsey 

 Aerial photograph of Hampton Court Palace  

 Field of the Cloth of Gold painting  

Activity   Answer the five ‘Check your Understanding’ questions on ‘The young Henry VIII’. 

2 Writing Why did Thomas 
Wolsey organise the 
Field of the Cloth of 
Gold for Henry VIII in 
1520? 

Recap  Recap Henry VIII’s early reign, and his major aims and achievements. In particular, recap the events 
of the Field of the Cloth of Gold  

 

Images  Field of the Cloth of Gold painting  

Activity  Study the famous of the Field of the Cloth of Gold. Pick out various aspects of the painting, such as 
Henry VIII arriving with Thomas Wolsey, Henry VIIII meeting Francis I, and the different festivities.  

Extended 
writing 

 One paragraph explanation answering the question: ‘Why did Thomas Wolsey organise the Field of 
the Cloth of Gold for Henry VIII in 1520?’ 

Homework  Read extracts from ‘Who was Henry VIII?’, by Suzannah Lipscomb, History Today, and answer five 
comprehension questions.  

3 Reading  Why was the Catholic 
Church seen as corrupt 
by the early 1500s?  

Recap  Questions 1-10 from the Knowledge Organiser.  Take in books to mark.  

Reading  ‘The Reformation’, pages 8-9 of Early Modern Britain 1509-1760 (Collins ‘Knowing History’ series) 

Keywords  Catholicism One of the three major branches of Christianity, led from Rome by the Pope 



 Corruption The misuse of power for dishonest or immoral purposes 

 Celibate Choosing to remain unmarried and abstain from sex, usually for religious reasons 

 Relic An object of religious significance, often the physical or personal remains of a saint  

 Indulgence  A forgiveness of one’s sins purchased from the medieval Catholic Church  

Images  Photograph of today’s Vatican and the Pope 

 Map of Europe, illustrating the extent of Catholicism’s spread in sixteenth century Europe 

 Examples of famous relics, such as Saint Catherine of Siena’s Head and Saint Teresa of Avila’s Hand  

 An ornate alter in a Catholic Cathedral, compared to a plane Protestant church, and the ornate 
clothing of a Catholic priest compared to the plain clothing of a Protestant priest 

Activity  Discuss why these practices may have been seen as directly contradicting Christianity’s teaching 
(e.g. ‘For the love of money is the root of all evil’). 

 Write a short explanation of why the Pope, the selling of indulgences, and the use of relics, were all 
seen as ‘corrupt’ by this time.  

4 Writing  What aspects of 
Medieval Catholicism 
did Luther’s 
Protestantism 
challenge? 

Recap  Recap the size and power of the Catholic Church during the sixteenth century, and the reasons why 
it was accused of corruption.  

 Revisit keywords including Catholicism, corruption, celibate, relic and indulgence.  

 

Keywords  Protestantism A form of Christianity which emerged during the 1500s in protest against Catholicism 

 Reformation A movement to reform the Christian church which began with Martin Luther in 
Germany 

Activity   Through questioning and discussion, ensure that pupils have a conceptual understanding of the 
differences between Catholicism and Luther’s Protestantism.  

 Perhaps introduce ‘sola scriptura’ as a principle of Protestantism, and tradition, ritual and 
superstition as principles of medieval Catholicism, to aid this conceptual understanding.  

Whole-class 
feedback 

 Feedback on common errors from recent work, ‘Why did Thomas Wolsey organise the Field of the 
Cloth of Gold for Henry VIII in 1520?’ 

Extended 
writing  

 One paragraph explanation answering the question: ‘What aspects of Medieval Catholicism did 
Luther’s Protestantism challenge?’ 

Homework   Revise questions 1-20 from the Knowledge Organiser. 

5 Reading  What was Henry VIII’s 
‘Great Matter’? 

Test  Questions 1-20 from the Knowledge Organiser. Teacher take in the mark /20.  Take in mark /20 for test.  

 Take in books to mark.  
Recap   Revisit the importance of a monarch having an heir, and examples from medieval history of the 

negative consequences of not having an heir for stability of the realm.  

Reading  ‘Henry’s ‘Great Matter’’, pages 10-11 of Early Modern Britain 1509-1760 (Collins ‘Knowing History’ 
series) 

Images   Portraits of Catherine of Aragon, Anne Boleyn, Charles V and Pope Clement VII.  

Activity  Answer the five ‘Check your Understanding’ questions on ‘Henry’s ‘Great Matter’’. 



6 Writing  How did Henry VIII’s 
marriage to Anne 
Boleyn cause England 
to break with Rome? 

Recap  Show portraits of Henry VIII, Catherine of Aragon, Anne Boleyn, Charles V and Pope Clement VII. 
Pupils have to explain who they are, and what role they played in Henry’s ‘Great Matter’.  

 

Keywords  Break with Rome England’s decision to leave the Roman Catholic Church in 1534 

 Act of Supremacy A law passed by Parliament which led to the creation of the Church of England 

 Supreme Head of the Church of England The title granted to Henry VIII following the Act of 
Supremacy 

Images  Front page of Henry VIII’s Great Bible, which effectively symbolises his new role as ‘Supreme Head’.   

Whole-class 
feedback 

 Feedback on common errors from recent work, ‘What aspects of Medieval Catholicism did Luther’s 
Protestantism challenge?.  

Extended 
writing 

 One paragraph explanation answering the question, ‘How did Henry VIII’s marriage to Anne Boleyn 
cause England to break with Rome?’ 

Homework  Read ‘Let there be light – William Tyndale and the English Bible’ (taken from Robert Lacey, Great 
Tales from English History) and answer five comprehension questions. 

7 Reading  What was the 
Dissolution of the 
Monasteries?  

Recap  Questions 21-30 from the Knowledge Organiser. 

 The role of monasteries, monks and nuns in medieval society. In particular, their provision of 
education, healthcare and welfare for the poor, and their significant wealth and landownership.  

 The medieval punishment of being hung, drawn and quartered.  

 The principle of ‘sola scriptura’ in medieval Protestantism, and the fact that monasteries are 
nowhere mentioned in the scriptures.  

 Take in books to mark.  

Reading  ‘The English Reformation’, pages 12-135 of Early Modern Britain 1509-1760 (Collins ‘Knowing 
History’ series) 

Keywords  Dissolution of the Monasteries The closure of all religious houses in England by Henry VIII 

Images  Carthusian monks are hung, drawn and quartered on the orders of Henry VIII. An illustration of 
c.1535. 

 Portraits of Thomas More and Thomas Cromwell.  

 Photographs of ruined abbeys and monasteries today, such as Tintern, Whitby, Byland and 
Glastonbury.  

 Banner carried during the Pilgrimage of Grade, showing the Holy Wounds of Jesus Christ.  

 Woodcuts of lessons in Tudor Grammar Schools.  

Activity  Answer five ‘Check your understanding’ questions on ‘The English Reformation’. 

8 Writing  How did Henry VIII’s 
wealth and power grow 
due to the English 
Reformation? 

Recap   Ensure that pupils are clear on the differences between Catholicism and Protestantism by drawing a 
chart in their book, with Protestantism on one side and Catholicism on the other, and writing 
statements the correct column (Worksheet A).  

 

Activity  Discuss previous medieval kings who had experienced power struggles with the Catholic Church, 
such as Henry III and King John, and the Pope’s power over monarchs (i.e. excommunication). 



 Perhaps make a contemporary analogy between the Break with Rome and Brexit: both events saw 
Britain breaking form a supranational European organisation in the name of sovereignty.  

Whole-class 
feedback 

 Feedback on common errors from recent work, ‘‘How did Henry VIII’s marriage to Anne Boleyn 
cause England to break with Rome?’. 

Extended 
writing 

 One paragraph explanation answering the question, ‘How did Henry VIII’s wealth and power grow 
due to the English Reformation?’ 

Homework  Revise questions 21-40 from the Knowledge Organiser. 

9 Reading  What had Henry VIII 
achieved by the end of 
his reign?  

Test  Questions 21-40 from the Knowledge Organiser. Teacher take in the mark /20.  Take in mark /20 for test. 

 Take in books to mark. 
Recap  Recap the meaning of the word ‘tyrant’, and other examples of tyrants and tyranny from history.  

 Recap what ‘jousting’ is.  

Reading   ‘Henry VIII and Edward VI’, pages 14-15 of Early Modern Britain 1509-1760 (Collins ‘Knowing History’ 
series) 

Keywords   Tyrant A ruler who refuses to share their power, and governs in a cruel and oppressive way 

 Book of Common Prayer A book of prayers used for Church of England services and written in 
English 

 Transubstantiation The change of bread and wine into the body and blood of Christ during 
Communion.    

Images   Diagram of Henry VIII’s six wives, and three children.  

 Picture of Henry VIII’s oversized suit of armour from towards the end of his reign.  

 Portrait of Thomas Cranmer.  

 Portrait of Edward VI.  

Activity   Chant ‘divorced, beheaded, died…’ when studying Henry’s six wives. Also use the mnemonic ‘A big 
secret concealing her past’ to remember the names of each wife.  

 Answer five ‘Check your understanding’ questions on ‘The ‘New World’’. 

10 Writing   Should Henry VIII be 
remembered as a hero 
or a tyrant?  

Recap  Questions 41-50 from the Knowledge Organiser 

 Henry VIII’s achievements during his reign.  

 

Activity   As a whole class, complete a chart in exercise books. On one side list arguments and evidence for 
the viewpoint that Henry VIII was a tyrant. On the other, arguments and evidence for the viewpoint 
that Henry VIII was a hero. 

Whole-class 
feedback 

 Feedback on common errors from recent work, ‘How did Henry VIII’s wealth and power grow due to 
the English Reformation?’ 

Extended 
writing 

 Three paragraph ‘balanced argument’ mini-essay answering the question, ‘Should Henry VIII be 
remembered as a hero or a tyrant?’ 

11 Planning Whole class 
feedback  

 Feedback on common errors from recent work, ‘Should Henry VIII be remembered as a hero or a 
tyrant?’ 

 



Why did Henry VIII 
break with Rome: love, 
religion or power? 

Activity   Emphasise that this is an essay about Henry VIII’s motivation, before orchestrating a class discussion 
of what motivated Henry VIII the most: love, religion or power.   

 Talk through success criteria detailed on the reverse of the planning sheet (Worksheet B).  

 Use planning sheet to plan essay, ‘Why did Henry VIII break with Rome: love, religion or power?’.  

Homework   Finish planning essay ready to write it for next lesson, and complete independent research on the 
topic.  

12 Assessment Write Assessment Writing   Write assessment essay, ‘Why did Henry VIII break with Rome: love, religion or power?’ in class, 55 
minutes.  

 Take in assessment essay to 
mark. Also take in planning 
sheets to ensure homework 
has been completed. 

 


