
Protestantism or Catholicism?  

 Priests are allowed to marry, and are encouraged to live a normal life. 

 The head of their church is the Pope, who lives in the Vatican in Rome. 

 The bible can be translated into English, so that people can read it on their own. 

 They only allowed church services in Latin, and did not want the bible to be translated into English. 

 The church encourages nuns and monks to live religious lives in monasteries and abbeys. 

 Their churches are colourful and decorated, with lots of gold and painting. 

 There were no nuns or monks. Everyone is expected to be as religious as each other. 

 Their churches are more plain, as they don’t want people to be distracted from thinking about God. 

 There is not a Church hierarchy, and no head of their church. The only leader of the Christian faith should 
be Jesus Christ. 

 What is written in the Bible should replace superstition and ritual (sola scriptura). 

 Priests wear simple black clothing without much decoration. 

 Their priests wore expensive, highly decorated clothing. 

 

Worksheet A 



Worksheet B 
Essay Title:  Why did Henry VIII break with Rome: love, religion or power?  

Introduction: Who was Henry VIII? What was the ‘break with Rome’? What will your argument be in this essay?  

Paragraph 1. Did Henry VIII break with Rome due to love?   

Paragraph 2. Did Henry VIII break with Rome due to religion?  

Paragraph 3. Did Henry VIII break with Rome due to power?  

Conclusion: What, overall, do you believe motivated Henry VIII to break with Rome?  



Success Criteria   

 This essay will be marked out of A* to U, according to our expectations of outcomes for your year group 
(not according to GCSE expectations).  

 Three features of your essay will be taken into consideration for your essay: 

1. Spelling, punctuation, grammar and presentation.  

2. Accuracy of content  

3. Quality of argument 

1. Spelling, punctuation, grammar and presentation. Your essay should :  

 have accurate spelling, in particular for key people, places and words.  

 be punctuated correctly, in particular the use of capital letters, full sentences, full stops, commas, and  
quotation marks.  

 have accurate grammar, in particular the use of the correct tense and verbs which agree with subjects.  

 be written in a formal, academic language (no slang or conversational language) 

 be written neatly, legibly and clearly.  

 clearly be divided into separate paragraphs, with a line left between each paragraph.  

2.  Accuracy of content. Your essay should :  

 Use accurate dates for important events. 

 Include the names of important figures. 

 Include key words and concepts that we have studied with the topic.  

 Show a clear understanding of the chronology (timeline) of the period.  

3.  Quality of argument. Your essay should:  

 Give your own opinion throughout: what do you think motivated Henry VIII to break with Rome?  

 start with an introduction which captures the reader’s attention; briefly explains who and what Henry 
VIII and the Break with Rome were; and tells the reader what your argument will be.  

 have at least three main paragraphs (not including introduction and conclusion). Paragraphs should  
explain whether or not Henry VIII was motivated to Break with Rome by love, religion or power. 

 include content from all the topics that we have studied, in particular Henry VIII’s ‘Great matter’, the 
Act of Supremacy, his religious beliefs, and the Dissolution of the Monasteries.  

 answer the question, not tell the story! We all know the story of how England broke with Rome. You 
need to make an argument about why this happened. What was Henry VIII’s motivation?  

 end with a conclusion, which decides which of these three factors was most important.   

 Show an awareness of the diversity of motives during his reign. Perhaps Henry VIII broke with Rome at 
first for one reason, but then other reasons became more important.     

Worksheet B (reverse) 


