
Task: Link the dates below to the correct events. 

 

1453    Galileo becomes the first astronomer to use a telescope 

1455    The Gutenberg bible is printed in Mainz 

1492    Magellan’s crew circumnavigate the world 

1494    Henry VIII becomes King of England 

1498    Spain and Portugal sign the Treaty of Tordesillas 

1499    Christopher Columbus crosses the Atlantic and lands in America 

1503    Edward VI is crowned King 

1509    Vasco da Gama returns from his voyage to India 

1517    Amerigo Vespucci concludes America is a ‘New World’ 

1521    The fall of Tenochtitlan to Hernán Cortés 

1522    The Fall of Constantinople 

1534    Martin Luther nails his 95 thesis to his church door in Wittenberg 

1536    Leonardo da Vinci completes ‘the Last Supper’ 

1547    Galileo publishes The Two Chief World Systems 

1609    The Act of Supremacy starts the English Reformation 

1632    Anne Boleyn is executed 
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Worksheet D 
Essay Title:  To what extent did Italy lead the European Age of Encounters?  

Introduction: What was the Age of Encounters? Why was Italy seen as so important during the 15th and 16th centuries? 

What will your argument be in this essay?  

Paragraph 1. Did Italy lead the Renaissance?   

Paragraph 2. Did Italy lead Global Exploration?  

Paragraph 3. Did Italy lead the colonisation of the ‘New World’?  

Conclusion: What was the extent of Italy’s leadership during this period?  



Success Criteria   

 This essay will be marked out of A* to U, according to our expectations of outcomes for your year group 
(not according to GCSE expectations).  

 Three features of your essay will be taken into consideration for your essay: 

1. Spelling, punctuation, grammar and presentation.  

2. Accuracy of content  

3. Quality of argument 

1. Spelling, punctuation, grammar and presentation. Your essay should :  

 have accurate spelling, in particular for key people, places and words.  

 be punctuated correctly, in particular the use of capital letters, full sentences, full stops, commas, and  
quotation marks.  

 have accurate grammar, in particular the use of the correct tense and verbs which agree with subjects.  

 be written in a formal, academic language (no slang or conversational language) 

 be written neatly, legibly and clearly.  

 clearly be divided into separate paragraphs, with a line left between each paragraph.  

2.  Accuracy of content. Your essay should :  

 Use accurate dates for important events. 

 Include the names of important figures. 

 Include key words and concepts that we have studied with the topic.  

 Show a clear understanding of the chronology (timeline) of the period.  

3.  Quality of argument. Your essay should:  

 Give your own opinion throughout: do you think that Italy led this Age of Encounters in Europe? If Italy 
did not, which other countries did?  Your essay does not have to be a ‘balanced argument’.  

 start with an introduction which captures the reader’s attention; briefly explains what the Age of 
Encounters was; explains what Italy’s role was; and tells the reader what your argument will be.  

 have at least three main paragraphs (not including introduction and conclusion). Paragraphs should  
explain the role Italy played in the Renaissance; Global Exploration; and ‘New World’ colonisation. 

 include content from all the topics that we have studied this half of term, in particular the Renaissance; 
Print, Gunpowder and Astronomy; Global Exploration; and The ‘New World’.  

 answer the question, do not tell a story! We all know the story of how Europe’s broadened its horizons 
of the world. I want to read an argument about what role Italy played in this development.   

 End with a conclusion, which decides the extent to which Italy led the European Age of Encounters.   

 Show an awareness of how different aspects of the period had different countries taking the lead, and 
how this changed over time.  

Worksheet D (reverse) 


