
Worksheet B 

SOURCE B: ‘The Execution of the Conspirators in the Gunpowder Plot', an engraving by the 
Dutch artist Claes Jansz Visscher, 1606. Holland had the best engravers during this period, 
and like many Dutchmen, Visscher was a strict Protestant.  



Worksheet C 

SOURCE C: Portrait of Charles I from 1633, painted by Anthony 

Van Dyck—a Flemish artist from modern-day Belgium. Van Dyck, 

one of the greatest artists of the age, was hired by Charles I to 

be his ‘King’s Painter’ in 1632. Van Dyck was also a Catholic.  



Worksheet D 

SOURCE D: Parliamentarian woodcut showing Prince Rupert hiding in a bean field 

following the Royalist defeat at the Battle of Marston Moor in 1644.   

SOURCE E: Parliamentarian woodcut showing alleged Royalist atrocities during a 

Royalist uprising in the North of England in 1650.   



Worksheet E 

SOURCE E: Contemporary painting of the execution of Charles I by an unknown artist.  



Worksheet F 

Essay Title:  Why was Charles I executed for high treason in 1649?  

Introduction: Who was Charles I? When was Charles I executed? What will your argument be in this essay?  

Paragraph 1. Did Charles I cause his own execution?   

Paragraph 2. Was Charles I’s executed due to Parliament?  

Paragraph 3. Was Charles I’s executed due to the (Parliamentarian) army?  

Conclusion: What do you think is the main reason Charles I was executed?  



Success Criteria   

 This essay will be marked out of A* to U, according to our expectations of outcomes for your year group 
(not according to GCSE expectations).  

 Three features of your essay will be taken into consideration for your essay: 

1. Spelling, punctuation, grammar and presentation.  

2. Accuracy of content  

3. Quality of argument 

1. Spelling, punctuation, grammar and presentation. Your essay should :  

 have accurate spelling, in particular for key people, places and words.  

 be punctuated correctly, in particular the use of capital letters, full sentences, full stops, commas, and  
quotation marks.  

 have accurate grammar, in particular the use of the correct tense and verbs which agree with subjects.  

 be written in a formal, academic language (no slang or conversational language) 

 be written neatly, legibly and clearly.  

 clearly be divided into separate paragraphs, with a line left between each paragraph.  

2.  Accuracy of content. Your essay should :  

 Use accurate dates for important events. 

 Include the names of important figures. 

 Include key words and concepts that we have studied with the topic.  

 Show a clear understanding of the chronology (timeline) of the period.  

3.  Quality of argument. Your essay should:  

 Give your own opinion throughout: why do you think that Charles I was executed? Was it his own fault 
due to his mistakes? Or was it due to Parliament treating him unfairly?  

 start with an introduction which captures the reader’s attention; briefly explains who Charles I was and 
when he was executed; and what your argument will be in this essay.  

 have at least three main paragraphs (not including introduction and conclusion). Paragraphs should  
explain what role was played in Charles I’s execution by Charles I himself; Parliament; and the 
Parliamentarian army.  

 include content from all the topics that  have studied this half of term, in particular Charles I and 
Parliament; the outbreak of War; fighting the English Civil War; and trial and execution.  

 answer the question, do not tell a story! We all know the story of Charles I was executed, but you need 
to make an argument about why Charles I was executed.   

 End with a conclusion, which decides what you believe to be the main reason why Charles I was 
executed: Charles I himself; Parliament; or the Parliamentarian army? 

Worksheet F (reverse) 


