
BOOK 3, UNIT 1, THE BRITISH EMPIRE  

Textbook:  

 Modern Britain 1760-1900 (Collins ‘Knowing History’ series), Unit 
1: The British Empire   

Writing focus: 

 Historical explanations 

 Three paragraph ‘balanced argument’ mini-essays. 

Final Assessment:  

 Essay: ‘Did Britain gain a global Empire during the 
Eighteenth Century by accident?’  

# Focus Lesson Title  Lesson Content  Teacher notes 

1 Reading Why did the British 
settle North America 
during the seventeenth 
century?   

Recap   European colonisation of the New World, and the explorations of Cristopher Columbus, Vasco da 
Gama, Ferdinand Magellan, and so on.   

 Spain’s early dominance as a global superpower.  

 Puritanism in seventeenth century England.  

 

Reading  ‘America’, pages 6-7 of Modern Britain 1760-1900 (Collins ‘Knowing History’ series) 

Keywords  Virginia The first English colony in North America, supposedly named after Elizabeth I 

 Royal Charter Formal document issued by a monarch granting permission to establish a colony 

 Pilgrim Fathers Name of the first settlers in New England, known for their religious Puritanism 

 Mayflower Ship that transported the first settlers to New England in 1620 

 Barbados Caribbean island, and one of England’s first major sugar-producing colonies 

Images 
 

 ‘Territorial evolution of the British Empire’ map on Wikipedia 

 Illustration of sugar and tobacco plantations from colonial America 

 The Old State House in Boston, both old illustrations and photographs from today 

 Illustrations of seventeenth century Puritans  

 The Rose Hall Plantation in Jamaica  

Activity   Introduce the topic of the British Empire, briefly explaining that it would become the largest Empire 
the world would ever see, ruling over one quarter of the world’s landmass and one fifth of its 
population. This unit is about understanding how the British Empire was gained.  

 Challenge pupils to match the names of American states (Delaware, New York, Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, Virginia, New Jersey) to descriptions of their origins (i.e. ‘…was named after an English 
nobleman called Lord De La Warr’), to emphasise their origin as British colonies.  

 Answer the five ‘Check your Understanding’ questions on ‘America’. 

2 Writing Did the British establish 
colonies in North 
America and the 
Caribbean for the same 
reasons?  

Recap  British settlement of New England, Virginia, and the Caribbean.   

Activity  As a whole class, complete a chart in exercise books. On one side list Britain’s motivations for 
settling North America, and on the other side list Britain’s motivations for settling the Caribbean. 
Note this is a bit of a trick question: the motivations for settling the southern colonies of North 
America and the Caribbean were more similar than the settlement of New England. 

 Watch ‘Atlantic Trade’ from timelines.tv.  

Extended 
writing 

 Two paragraph explanation answering the question: ‘Did the British establish colonies in North 
America and the Caribbean for the same reasons?’ 



Homework  Read extracts from ‘’Spoilt Child’ and the Pilgrim Fathers’ (taken from Robert Lacey, Great Tales 
from English History) and answer five comprehension questions. 

3 Reading  How did the British go 
from being merchants 
to masters in India?  

Recap  Questions 1-10 from the Knowledge Organiser.  Take in books to mark.  

Reading  ‘India’, pages 8-9 of Modern Britain 1760-1900 (Collins ‘Knowing History’ series) 

Keywords  Mughals Imperial dynasty originally from Central Asia that ruled India from 16th to 19th century 

 Nawab Prince who is granted a province of India to rule on behalf of the Mughal Emperor 

 Factories Coastal trading posts where merchants can do business in foreign lands 

 East India Company Company formed in 1600 with rights to trade between India and England 

Images  Photograph of the Taj Mahal, as the greatest monument of Mughal India  

 Illustration of Jesuits at Akbar’s court, from 1605 

 Map of India, with Britain’s major factories highlighted (Bombay, Madras and Calucutta) 

 Illustration of Fort St. George factory in Madras 

 ‘Robert Clive and Mir Jafar after the Battle of Plassey’ from the National Portrait gallery  

 Tipu’s Tiger, from the V&A museum  

Activity  Complete a storyboard detailing the arrival of British political power in India (Worksheet A).  

4 Writing  Did Britain gain political 
power in India on 
purpose?  

Recap  The growth of British political power in India. In particular, the role of the East India Company and 
Robert Clive, the turning point at the Battle of Plassey, and the Treaty of Allahabad.   

 

Activity   As a whole class, complete a chart in exercise books. On one side list evidence and arguments which 
suggest Britain did gain political power in India on purpose, and on another side evidence and 
arguments which suggest Britain did not.  

 Watch ‘East India Company’ from timelines.tv.  

Whole-class 
feedback 

 Feedback on common errors from recent work, ‘Did the British establish colonies in North America 
and the Caribbean for the same reasons?’ 

Extended 
writing  

 Two paragraphs arguing both sides of the argument in answer to the question: ‘Did Britain gain 
political power in India on purpose?’ 

Homework   Revise questions 1-20 from the Knowledge Organiser. 

5 Reading  How did Australia 
become a prison for 
British convicts?  

Test  Questions 1-20 from the Knowledge Organiser. Teacher take in the mark /20.  Take in mark /20 for test.  

 Take in books to mark.  
Recap   Destruction of the native population of the Americas (to draw parallels with Australia)  

Reading  ‘Australia’, pages 10-11 of Modern Britain 1760-1900 (Collins ‘Knowing History’ series) 

Keywords   Aborigine Nomadic hunger-gatherer population native to Australia and nearby islands 

 Penal colony A remote settlement used to exile convicted criminals from the general population 

Images   Dutch map of the world from 1689, showing the outline of Australia’s west coast.  

 Portrait of Captain Cook 

 Map of Captain Cook’s first voyage to the Pacific  



 Photograph of the remains of the convict colony on Tasmania  

 Illustrations of nineteenth century Sydney  

 Old photographs of Australia’s aborigine population  

Activity  Answer the five ‘Check your Understanding’ questions on ‘Australia’’. 

6 Writing  Did Britain colonise 
Australia on purpose?  

Recap  Show portraits of Henry VIII, Catherine of Aragon, Anne Boleyn, Charles V and Pope Clement VII. 
Pupils have to explain who they are, and what role they played in Henry’s ‘Great Matter’.  

 

Activity  As a whole class, complete a chart in exercise books. On one side list evidence and arguments which 
suggest Britain did gain political colonise Australia on purpose, and on another side evidence and 
arguments which suggest Britain did not.  

Whole-class 
feedback  

 Feedback on common errors from recent work, ‘Did Britain gain political power in India on 
purpose?’ 

Extended 
writing 

 Two paragraphs arguing both sides of the argument in answer to the question: ‘Did Britain colonise 
Australia on purpose?’ 

Homework  Read ‘Captain Cook: Master of the Pilotage’ (taken from Robert Lacey, Great Tales from English 
History) and answer five comprehension questions. 

7 Reading  What territories did 
Britain gain during the 
Seven Years’ War? 

Recap  Questions 21-30 from the Knowledge Organiser.  Take in books to mark.  

Reading  ‘Ruling the waves’, pages 12-13 of Modern Britain 1760-1900 (Collins ‘Knowing History’ series) 

Keywords  First Lord of the Admiralty Head of the Royal Navy 

 Seven Years’ War Global conflict, which saw Britain emerge as a dominant world power 

 Press gangs Groups who would travel Britain forcing men to enlist in the Army or Navy 

 Jack Tar A nickname for a sailor in the Royal Navy, particularly during the British Empire 

Images  Admiral Sir Robert Calder's action off Cape Finisterre, 23 July 1805, by William Anderson 

 Photograph of HMS Victory as it stands today in Portsmouth Historic Dockyard  

 Photograph of Greenwich naval academy  

 Map of America before and after the Seven Years War  

 Photograph of a cat o’ nine tails  

Activity  Answer five ‘Check your understanding’ questions on ‘Ruling the waves’. 

8 Writing  What can a historian 
learn about attitudes 
towards the British 
Empire in 1760 from 
‘Hearts of Oak’? 

Recap   Reasons why the Seven Years War was a ‘turning point’ in the history of the British Empire.   

Activity  Read the lyrics and listen to a performance of the David Garrick song ‘Hearts of Oak’ (Worksheet B), 
and analyse the text as a whole class.  

 Explain the mnemonic ADKO for writing about historical sources (Answer the question; Detail from 
the source; own Knowledge; Origin of the source).  

 Explain to the class how to quote from a written source, in particular the use of block, explained, 
and embedded quotations.   



Whole-class 
feedback 

 Feedback on common errors from recent work, ‘Did Britain colonise Australia on purpose?’ 

Extended 
writing 

 One paragraph source analysis answer to the question, ‘What can a historian learn about attitudes 
towards the British Empire in 1760 from ‘Hearts of Oak’?’ 

Homework  Revise questions 21-40 from the Knowledge Organiser. 

9 Reading  What did Britain import 
from its colonies during 
the eighteenth 
century? 

Test  Questions 21-40 from the Knowledge Organiser. Teacher take in the mark /20.  Take in mark /20 for test. 

 Take in books to mark. 
Recap  The different consumer goods that the British imported from America, India and Australia.  

Reading   ‘Wealth and  trade’, pages 14-15 of Modern Britain 1760-1900 (Collins ‘Knowing History’ series) 

Keywords   Consumer society A society where people can afford to buy non-essential ‘consumer’ goods 

 Imports Goods or services brought in from other countries  

 Mercantilism The economic practice of discouraging trade with rival nations    

Images   Illustration of West India Docks in London, 1800.  

 ‘A Family at Tea’, 1725.  

 A View of the European Factories at Canton, National Maritime Museum  

Activity   Complete a worksheet annotating the major trade routes of the British Empire.  

10 Writing   What can a historian 
learn about attitudes 
towards the British 
Empire in 1772 from 
the East India House 
ceiling painting?   

Recap  Questions 41-50 from the Knowledge Organiser 

 Attitudes towards the British Empire in Britain during the eighteenth century, in particular the rise 
in patriotic feeling.   

 

Keywords  Patriotism Showing strong support for your own country 

Activity   Study and annotate as a whole class the East India House ceiling painting from 1772 (Worksheet C).   

Whole-class 
feedback 

 Feedback on common errors from recent work, ‘What can a historian learn about attitudes towards 
the British Empire in 1760 from ‘Hearts of Oak’?’ 

Extended 
writing 

 One paragraph source analysis answer to the question, ‘What can a historian learn about attitudes 
towards the British Empire in 1772 from the East India House ceiling painting?’ 

11 Planning Did Britain gain a global 
Empire during the 
Eighteenth Century by 
accident? 

Activity   Set the contest for this essay in the famous claim from the Victorian historian John Robert Seeley, in 
his book The Expansion of England, “We seem, as it were, to have conquered half the world in a fit 
of absence-of mind.” 

 Emphasise that this is an essay about motivation, before orchestrating a class discussion about what 
motivated the British to gain an Empire.   

 As a class, create a mind map detailing the different arguments that could be made to support and 
oppose the notion that Britain gained an Empire ’by accident’.  

 Talk through success criteria detailed on the reverse of the planning sheet (Worksheet D).  

 Use planning sheet to plan essay, ‘Did Britain gain a global Empire during the Eighteenth Century 
by accident?’. 

 



Homework   Finish planning essay ready to write it for next lesson, and complete independent research on the 
topic.  

12 Assessment Write Assessment Writing   Write assessment essay, ‘Did Britain gain a global Empire during the Eighteenth Century by 
accident?’ in class, 55 minutes.  

 Take in assessment essay to 
mark. Also take in planning 
sheets to ensure homework 
has been completed. 

 


