
BOOK 3, UNIT 2, THE AMERICAS  

Textbook:  

 Modern Britain 1760-1900 (Collins ‘Knowing History’ series), Unit 
2: The Americas   

Writing focus: 

 Source analysis, in particular explaining what a historian can 
learn from a source  

Final Assessment:  

 50 minute assessment based on source analysis   

# Focus Lesson Title  Lesson Content  Teacher notes 

1 Reading Why did the 
inhabitants of Britain’s 
thirteen colonies rebel 
against the king? 

Recap   The settlement of the Americas under the early British Empire, and the establishment of the 
thirteen colonies  

 The Seven Years War, and its consequences  

 The English civil war, and the revolt against the tyranny of Charles I 

 

Reading  ‘American Revolution’, pages 18-19 of Modern Britain 1760-1900 (Collins ‘Knowing History’ series) 

Keywords  Stamp Act Controversial 1765 law which taxed legal and other documents in the American colonies 

 Boston City in Massachusetts, with strong opposition to British rule during the American Revolution 

 Representation Political principle where elected officials serve the views of their citizens 

 Monopoly A company having exclusive control to trade in a particularly area 

 Continental Congress Meeting of delegates from thirteen colonies that formed the United States 

Images 
 

 Map of the thirteen colonies  

 May of North America before and after the Seven Years War 

 Boston Massacre  

 Boston Tea Party  

 The Declaration of Independence 

Activity   Complete a storyboard detailing the build up to the American Revolution (Worksheet A). 

2 Writing What can we learn 
about the anger of the 
American colonists 
from the ‘able Doctor’ 
cartoon? 

Recap  The story of the American Revolution, in particular the rebellion against British taxation (the Stamp 
Act), the role played by Boston in this story, and the events that drove colonists towards declaring 
independence.  

 

Keywords   Continental Congress Meeting of delegates from thirteen colonies that formed United States 

 Declaration of Independence Formal statement which created the United States of America 

Activity  Re-cap on the mnemonic ADKO for writing about historical sources (Answer the question; Detail 
from the source; own Knowledge; Origin of the source). 

 As a whole class, study the ‘Able Doctor’ cartoon from 1774. In particular, focus on the symbolism of 
the native American figure, and the British politicians and other figures surrounding her. The shame-
faced Britannia is a particularly nice detail (Worksheet B).  

Extended 
writing 

 Two paragraph source analysis explanation answering the question: ‘What can a historian learn 
about the anger of the American colonists from the 1774 ‘able doctor’ cartoon?’ 

Homework  Read ‘The Boston Tea Party’ (taken from Lacey’s Great Tales from English History) and answer five 
comprehension questions. 



3 Reading  How did the United 
States of America win 
the American War of 
Independence?  

Recap  Questions 1-10 from the Knowledge Organiser.  Take in books to mark.  

Reading  ‘American War of Independence’, pages 20-21 of Modern Britain 1760-1900 (Collins ‘Knowing 
History’ series) 

Keywords  Continental Army Armed force representing all thirteen colonies, formed by Congress in 1775 

 Founding Fathers Name given to the key figures in the creation of the United States 

 Constitution Series of laws establishing how a nation’s political system functions 

Images  Portrait of George Washington 

 Portrait of Benjamin Franklin  

 ‘The Declaration of Independence’ by John Trumbull  

 ‘Surrender of Lord Cornwallis’ by John Trumbull   

Activity  Discuss with the class how George III should react to the beginning of the War in Lexington, and the 
American Declaration of Independence. Did he make the correct decision by launching an invasion? 

 Discuss with the class what America will need after its victory in 1782, in order to become a new 
and functioning country; a leader; a capital city; Parliament; laws; and so on.  

 Answer questions 5 ‘check your understanding’ questions on ‘American War of Independence’.  

4 Writing  What can a historian 
learn about the 
founding of America 
from the satirical 
“epitaph” for King 
George III? 

Recap  American victory in the War of Independence, in particular the role played by founding fathers such 
as Franklin, Washington and Jefferson. 

 Emphasise the embarrassment for Great Britain, the largest Empire in the World, being defeated by 
a group of rebel colonists.   

 

Activity   Give in depth explanation of how to quote from written sources, explaining the different rules and 
approaches for block quotations, introduced quotations, and embedded quotations. Perhaps 
encourage pupils to practice a sentence of each using the source provided, and check their 
understanding.  

 As a whole class, study an extract from a satirical “epitaph” for King George III after Britain’s defeat 
in the Revolution, 1782 (Worksheet C).  

Images  Image of the epitaph for George III printed in its original. Can be found online via the National 
Humanities Centre website.  

Whole-class 
feedback 

 Feedback on common errors from recent work, ‘What can a historian learn about the anger of the 
American colonists from the 1774 ‘able doctor’ cartoon?’ 

Extended 
writing  

 Two paragraph source analysis explanation answering the question: ‘What can a historian learn 
about the founding of America from the satirical “epitaph” for King George III?’ 

Homework   Revise questions 1-20 from the Knowledge Organiser. 

5 Reading  Why did British 
merchants export 
enslaved Africans to 
the Americas? 

Test  Questions 1-20 from the Knowledge Organiser. Teacher take in the mark /20.  Take in mark /20 for test.  

 Take in books to mark.  
Recap   British settlement of the Americas during the seventeenth century. Focus in particular on the 

Southern Colonies and the Caribbean islands, where a loss of the local population and labour 
intensive farming on plantations led to importation of slave labour.  



Reading  ‘Transatlantic slave trade’, pages 22-23 of Modern Britain 1760-1900 (Collins ‘Knowing History’ 
series) 

Keywords   Caribbean Sea to the east of Central America, containing many tropical islands  

 Plantation A large estate, on which crops such as coffee, sugar and tobacco are grown  

 Triangular trade A trade system importing and exporting goods to and from three 

Images   Map of the Atlantic demonstrating the ‘triangular trade’ 

 Brookes slave ship 

 Cape Coast Castle 

 Watercolour painting of slaves below deck, drawn by a English sailor in 1846. 

 The Liverpool Docks  

Activity  Show map of the world, highlighting parts of the Americas with high populations of African descent 
(USA, Brazil, Caribbean). See whether pupils have any existing knowledge of why this is, before 
introducing the transatlantic slave trade.  

 Answer five ‘Check you understanding’ questions on ‘Transatlantic slave trade’.  

6 Writing  What were conditions 
like on board a slave 
ship during the middle 
passage? 

Recap  The transatlantic slave trade. In particular, focus on the fact that it was driven by profit and financial 
reward, so that pupils can understanding the financial motive for making the ships as cheap to run, 
and crowded with ‘cargo’, as possible.  

 

Activity  Introduce the story of Olaudah Equiano, with perhaps some further detail on his life than is 
provided in the textbook.  

 As a whole class, study an extract from his book The Interesting Life of Olaudah Equiano (Worksheet 
D).   

Whole-class 
feedback  

 Feedback on common errors from recent work, ‘‘What can a historian learn about the founding of 
America from the satirical “epitaph” for King George III?’ 

Extended 
writing 

 Two paragraph source analysis explanation answering the question: ‘What can a historian learn 
about conditions on board a slave ship during the middle passage from Olaudah Equiano’s 
account?’ 

Homework  Read ‘The Zong slave case study’ (taken from the Understanding Slavery Initiative website) and 
answer five comprehension questions. 

7 Reading  What work were slaves 
forced to do in the 
American colonies and 
Caribbean? 

Recap  Questions 21-30 from the Knowledge Organiser.  Take in books to mark.  

Reading  ‘Life as a Slave’, pages 24-25 of Modern Britain 1760-1900 (Collins ‘Knowing History’ series) 

Keywords  Maroon An escaped African slave in the Caribbean 

Images  Many images below can be found on the Understanding Slavery Initiative website’s gallery 

 Illustration of a slave auction 

 Slave branding irons  

 Work on a Caribbean plantation 

 Slave punishment collar  



 ‘The Family of Sir William Young’ by Johann Zoffany (1770) – note the young slave boy.  

Activity  Answer five ‘Check your understanding’ questions on ‘Life as a slave’. 

8 Writing  What happened to 
slaves who did not 
obey their owners’ 
orders? 

Recap   Features of life as a slave in a British colony, in particular how the fear of violence was used to 
prevent salve resistance and rebellions.  

 

Activity  Introduce James Ramsay, with some background information on his Christian faith, and how he 
became interested in the abolitionist cause.  

 As a whole class, study an extract from James Ramsay’s Essay on the Treatment and Conversion of 
African Slaves in the British Sugar Colonies (Worksheet E). 

Whole-class 
feedback 

 Feedback on common errors from recent work, ‘‘What can a historian learn about conditions on 
board a slave ship during the middle passage from Olaudah Equiano’s account?’ 

Extended 
writing 

 Two paragraph source analysis answer to the question, ‘What can a historian learn about how 
slaves were treated from James Ramsay’s essay on the treatment of African slaves?’ 

Homework  Revise questions 21-40 from the Knowledge Organiser. 

9 Reading  What methods did 
abolitionists use to 
achieve the ending of 
slavery in the British 
Empire? 

Test  Questions 21-40 from the Knowledge Organiser. Teacher take in the mark /20.  Take in mark /20 for test. 

 Take in books to mark. 
Recap  The cruelty and inhumanity of the transatlantic slave trade.  

Reading   ‘Abolition’, pages 26-27 of Modern Britain 1760-1900 (Collins ‘Knowing History’ series) 

Keywords   Abolitionist Someone involved in a public movement or campaign to end slavery 

 Boycott Organised refusal to purchase a particular product as an act of political or moral protest 

 Evangelical A Christian movement which seeks to save people’s souls by spreading God’s word 

 Petition A formal written request, often for a political cause, signed by many people  

Images   ‘The Anti-Slavery Society Convention, 1840’ by Benjamin Haydon (1841). 

 Brookes Slave Ship 

 Photograph of an anti-slavery petition  

 Container for non-slave produced sugar  

 Wedgewood’s abolitionist badge (‘Am I not a man and a brother?’) 

 Portrait of Ignatius Sancho   

Activity   Create a timeline for the abolition of slavery, according to the following dates: 1772; 1792; 1807; 
1828; 1833; 1865. 

 Answer five ‘Check your understanding’ questions on ‘Abolition’.  

10 Writing   How did the 
abolitionists win the 
argument to end 
slavery in the British 
Empire? 

Recap  Questions 41-50 from the Knowledge Organiser 

 The methods used by abolitionists to achieve their aim of abolishing slavery.  

 

Activity   As a whole class, study an extract from ‘The Negro’s Complaint’ by William Cowper (Worksheet F). 

Images  Cowper’s poem in its original format has some very memorable illustrations. You can find it online 
via the British Library website. 



Whole-class 
feedback 

 Feedback on common errors from recent work, ‘What can a historian learn about how slaves were 
treated from James Ramsay’s essay on the treatment of African slaves?’ 

Extended 
writing 

 Two paragraph source analysis answer to the question, ‘What can a historian learn about the 
arguments made by abolitionists from William Cowper’s poem ‘The Negro’s Complaint’?’ 

11 Revision  How did the British 
Empire change from 
1600 to 1833?  

Activity   Place fifteen events from the ‘British Empire’ and ‘The Americas’ in chronological order (Worksheet 
G). 

 Go through the correct order as a class.  

 Pupils then create their own timelines, using pre-prepared strips of A3 paper (Worksheet H). 
Encourage pupils to make timelines memorable, such as colour-coding events by region (Britain, 
India, Australia, North America, Slavery).  

 

Homework   Revise for end of term assessment (unseen source analysis paper).   

12 Assessment Assessment Assessment    50-minute assessment consisting of one knowledge question, and two source analysis questions 
(Worksheet I).  

 

 Take in assessment to mark.  

 


