
SOURCE A: Extract from Mary Barton (1848). This scene describes the Manchester 

home of a poor, working class family called the Davenports, who have fallen on hard 

times.   

On the way Wilson said Davenport was a good fellow, though too much of the 

Methodist; that his children were too young to work, but not too young to be cold and 

hungry; that they had sunk lower and lower, and pawned thing after thing, and that 

they now lived in a cellar in Berry Street, off Store Street. Barton growled inarticulate 

words of no benevolent import to a large class of mankind, and so they went along till 

they arrived in Berry Street. It was unpaved; and down the middle a gutter forced its 

way, every now and then forming pools in the holes with which the street abounded. As 

they passed, women from their doors tossed household slops of every description into 

the gutter; they ran into the next pool, which over-flowed and stagnated. 

You went down one step from this foul area into the cellar in which a family of human 

beings lived. It was very dark inside. The window-panes many of them were broken and 

stuffed with rags, which was reason enough for the dusky light that pervaded the place 

at mid-day. After the account I have given of the state of the street, no one can be 

surprised that on going into the cellar inhabited by Davenport, the smell was so foetid 

as almost to knock the two men down. Quickly recovering themselves, as those inured 

to such things do, they began to penetrate the thick darkness of the place, and to see 

three or four little children rolling on the damp, nay wet brick floor, through which the 

stagnant, filthy moisture of the street oozed up; the fireplace was empty and black; the 

wife sat on the husband's lair, and cried in the dark loneliness. 

Worksheet A 



SOURCE B: Extract from History of Cotton Manufactories in Great Britain (1835), by 

Edward Baines. Baines was the editor of the Leeds Mercury Newspaper. Leeds was a 

leading town in the wool industry, and many of Baines’ readers and friends were 

industrialists and factory owners.  

It is alleged that the children who labour in factories are often cruelly beaten by the 

spinners or overlookers that their feeble limbs become distorted by continual standing 

and stooping, and they grow up cripples. That they are compelled to work thirteen, 

fourteen or fifteen hours per day. Views such as these have been repeatedly given of 

factory labour which have persuaded many to think they must be true. But this is the 

exception not the rule. 

...The human frame is liable to an endless variety of diseases. Many of the children who 

are born into the world, and who attain the age of ten or twelve years, are so weakly, 

that under any circumstances they would die early. Such children would sink under 

factory labour, as they would under any circumstances they would die early. 

...It is not true to represent the work of piecers and scavengers as continually straining. 

None of the work in which children and young persons are engaged in mills require 

constant attention. It is scarcely possible for any employment to be lighter. The position 

of the body is not injurious: the children walk about, and have the opportunity of 

frequently sitting if they are so disposed. 

...The noise and whirl of the machinery, which are unpleasant and confusing to a 

spectator unaccustomed to the scene, produce not the slightest effect on the 

operatives habituated to it. The only thing that makes factory labour trying is that they 

are confined for long hours, and deprived of fresh air: this makes them pale, and 

reduces their vigour, but it rarely brings on disease.  
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SOURCE A: In 1848, a scandal emerged in Yorkshire regarding the appalling conditions 

of the Huddersfield Workhouse.  An overseer was sent to inspect the workhouse, and 

these are extracts from his report.  

[The overseers] have also made it their business to prosecute certain inquiries at the 

workhouse itself: and the result of all is, that they are forced to the conclusion that the 

sick poor have been most shamefully neglected; that they have been and still are 

devoid of the necessary articles of clothing and bedding; that they have been suffered 

to remain for weeks at a time in the most filthy and disgusting state; that patients have 

been allowed to remain for nine weeks together without change of linen or of bed 

clothing:  

...that the said beds were only bags of straw and shavings, for the most part laid on the 

floor, and that the whole swarmed with lice; that two patients suffering in infectious 

fever, were almost constantly put together in one bed; that it not unfrequently 

happened that one would be ragingly delirious, when the other way dying; and that it is 

a fact that a living patient has occupied the same bed with a corpse for a considerable 

period after death;  

...that when the poor sick creatures were laid in the most abject and helpless state - so 

debilitated as to pass their dejections as they lay, they have been suffered to remain in 

the most befouled state possible, besmeared in their own excrement, for days together 

and not even washed. 

Worksheet C 

SOURCE B: In 1687, the St Marylebone Workhouse opened a new ward, and the 

Illustrated London News printed an article covering the opening event. The previous 

year, the St Marylebone Workhouse was involved in a press scandal concerning poor 

conditions in its infirmaries.  

The Marylebone Workhouse being in every respect a good example to the other 

London workhouses, we give an Illustration of the new building in connection with it, 

which was opened last week for the accommodation of tramps or casual poor; about 

11,000 of whom, men and women and children, obtained relief in the last six winter 

months. They are washed with plenty of hot and cold water and soap, and receive six 

ounces of bread and a pint of gruel [thin soup] for supper; after which, their clothes 

being taken to be cleansed [washed] and fumigated [hung in smoke to kill lice], they are 

furnished [provided] with warm woollen night-shirts and sent to bed. Prayers are read 

by Scripture readers; strict order and silence are maintained all night in the dormitory 

[sleeping room]; and the “Amateur Casual” would find nothing to complain of. The bed 

consists of a mattress stuffed with coir, a flock pillow, and a pair or rugs. At six o’clock in 

the morning in the summer, and at seven in the morning in winter, they are aroused 

and ordered to work. The women are set to clean the wards, or to pick oakum; the men 

to break stones, but none are detained longer than four hours after their breakfast, 

which is of the same kind of quality as their supper. Their clothes, disinfected and freed 

from vermin, being restored to them in the morning, those who chose to mend their 

ragged garments are supplied with needles, threads and patches of cloth for that 

purpose. If any are ill, the medical officer attends to them; if too ill to travel, they are 

admitted to the infirmary. A board of Good Samaritans could do no more.  



Worksheet D 

19th Century Political Reform 

1. What happened at St Peter’s Fields in Manchester in 1819?  

 

1819  

1832  

2. Why was the Great Reform Act a landmark reform to Britain’s electoral system?  

 

3.  Who were the Chartists, and what did they want?  

5.  What did Gladstone’s Reform Act achieve?  

1884 

1840s 

4.  What did Disraeli's Reform Act achieve?  

1867 



SOURCE E: Extracts from the handbook of the People's Charter Union, 17 April 1848 

ADDRESS OF THE PEOPLE’S CHARTER UNION 

FELLOW COUNTRYMEN, 

...our Union seeks the enactment of UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE–the admission to the 

franchise of every man of twenty-one years of age, of sound mind and unconvicted of 

crime; EQUAL REPRESENTATION – the division of the United Kingdom into equal 

electoral districts; THE ABOLITION OF THE PROPERTY QUALIFICATION now required of 

Members of Parliament, and of all qualifications except the choice of the Electors; VOTE 

BY BALLOT – to prevent bribery and intimidation; ANNUAL PARLIAMENTS – to insure 

the responsibility of the members to their constituents; AND THE PAYMENT OF 

MEMBERS – rendered necessary by the abolition of the present property qualification. 

These are the points of the Charter which we desire to have established as the law of 

the land: … 

We are told that–“The mass of the people are not fit for the franchise.” We answer – 

the exercise of the franchise will be their best education. – “There must be some test of 

intelligence.” Where will you have it? Reading and writing, what is called education, will 

not be sufficiently clear. They are not knowledge, but only the tools of knowledge. – 

“The difficulty of election.” A sufficient number of polling places will obviate that.–“The 

swamping of the intelligent by the unintelligent.” Then, as now, we believe, intelligence 

will know how to win its way. It will scarcely be intelligence else. … 

But we claim the Suffrage not merely as a right, but as a means of duty. We believe 

that, it is not good for a nation that any of its members should be without the political 

education which teaches a man to care for the interests and honor of his country. We 

believe that, only by the free and concurrent action of all its members is it possible for a 

nation to develop all its best capabilities, to reach its highest destination. 

We disclaim all desire of injuring others, all sympathy with acts of outrage or disorder. 

We desire by peaceable and legal means, and by them alone, to alter and amend the 

institutions of the country: by establishing its legislative system upon the only true basis

–the ascertained will of the majority, at once the guarantee of present order, and the 

promise of peaceful growth and happiness for the future. 

Worksheet  E 



W
o

rk
sh

ee
t 

F 

Th
e

 A
ge

 o
f 

R
ef

o
rm

 

 
U

rb
an

is
ati

o
n

  
Fa

ct
o

ry
 W

o
rk

 
P

o
liti

ca
l P

ro
te

st
  

La
w

 a
n

d
 O

rd
er

  

W
h

at
 c

h
al

le
n

ge
s 

w
er

e 

ca
u

se
d

 b
y 

th
e 

In
d

u
st

ri
al

 

R
e

vo
lu

ti
o

n
? 

 

 
 

 
 

D
id

 P
ar

lia
m

e
n

t 
re

sp
o

n
d

 

to
 t

h
es

e 
ch

al
le

n
ge

s 
w

it
h

 

re
fo

rm
s?

  

 
 

 
 



Worksheet G 

ASSESSMENT 
Book 3, Unit 5, The Age of Reform 

Duration: 50 minutes; Total Marks: 25 
 

Answer ALL of the following THREE questions. 
 
 

1.  How did the industrial revolution lead to the growth of cities in Britain? [8 marks] 

 

2.     Study Source A 

 

How useful is Robert Blincoe’s account for a historian wanting to find out about factory work during the 

early Industrial Revolution? Use the source and your own knowledge to explain your answer.  [7 marks] 

 

3.     Study Source B  

 

What can a historian learn about life in the Victorian workhouse from Pankhurst’s account? Use the source 

and your own knowledge to explain your answer.  [7 marks] 

 

Spelling, punctuation and grammar [3 marks] 

SOURCE A:  
 

Extract from A Memoir of Robert Blincoe (1828). Robert Blincoe was born in 1792. He 
was abandoned by his parents and sent to work at the Lowdam Mill near Nottingham at 
the age of seven. Blincoe wrote his memoirs with a journalist named John Brown to raise 

awareness about the cruelty of child labour.  

Blincoe was assigned to a room, over which a man name Smith presided. The task first 

allotted to him was to pick up the loose cotton, that fell upon the floor. Apparently, 

nothing could be easier, and he set to with diligence, although much terrified by the 

whirling motion and noise of the machinery, and not a little affected by the dust and 

flue which he was half suffocated. Unused to the stench, he soon felt sick, and by con-

stantly stooping, his back ached. Blincoe, therefore, took the liberty to sit down; but 

this attitude, he soon found, was strictly forbidden in cotton mills. Smith, his task-

master, told him he must keep on his legs. He did so, till twelve o'clock, being six hours 

and a half, without the least intermission*. 

… [Blincoe] was not able by any possible exertion, to keep pace with the machinery. In 

vain, the poor child declared he was not in his power to move quicker. He was beaten 

by the overlooker, with great severity. In common, with his fellow apprentices, Blincoe 

was wholly dependent upon the mercy of the overlookers, whom he found, generally 

speaking, a set of brutal, ferocious, illiterate ruffians.  

*’intermission’ means break.  



Worksheet G (overleaf) 

SOURCE B:  
 

An account by Emmeline Pankhurst of becoming a Poor Law Guardian in Manchester in 
1894, taken from her autobiography My Own Story (1914). Poor Law Guardians were 

responsible for running workhouses and relief for the poor in their local areas. Pankhurst 
went on to become a leading political activist, campaigning for women’s’ right to vote.  

The old board had been made up of the kind of men who are known as rate savers. 

They were guardians, not of the poor but of the rates*… For instance, the inmates 

were being very poorly fed. 

I found the old folks in the workhouse sitting on backless forms, or benches. They had 

no privacy, no possessions, not even a locker… The first time I went into the place I 

was horrified to see little girls seven and eight years on their knees scrubbing the cold 

stones of the long corridors. These little girls were clad, summer and winter, in thin 

cotton frocks, low in the neck and short sleeved. At night they wore nothing at all, 

night dresses being considered too good for paupers. The fact that bronchitis** was 

epidemic among them most of the time had not suggested to the guardians any 

change in the fashion of their clothes. 

I also found pregnant women in the workhouse, scrubbing floors, doing the hardest 

kind of work, almost until their babies came into the world. Many of them were un-

married women, very, very young, mere girls. These poor mothers were allowed to 

stay in the hospital after confinement for a short two weeks. Then they had to make a 

choice of staying in the workhouse and earning their living by scrubbing and other 

work, in which case they were separated from their babies.  

* the ‘rates’ were local taxes, paid to fund public services such as workhouses 

** ‘bronchitis’ is a lung infection caused by exposure to air pollution or the cold 


